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WHOLE SCHOOL

From the Principal
It is quite a momentous week in education. For the first time, since 1972, Year 12 students are sitting external exams. It is the
first year of ATAR and across Queensland, 54% of students have opted to be ATAR eligible.

From the Deputy Principal
All staff and students at the school have their login screens on their computers feature one of the key focus areas of The St
Margaret’s Way each term. The current message has been refreshed to the following:
We ask ourselves “How do I want to feel every day when I come to school? What am I doing to ensure others can feel this way?”

Chaplain
Advent Hope
We have had a special week; last week we held our final Year 12 Boarder chapel. We gathered early Wednesday morning in the
chapel to bid our final farewells and ask for God’s blessings on our Year 12 Boarders. This Friday, we will have the opportunity to
celebrate World Teachers' Day. We also held our Dadirri-Prayer Space, inviting students on the Advent journey towards
Christmas. The six stations were Nothing is Impossible - Hopes and Dreams, Christmas Journey, A Manger for a Bed, What is
God Like, Asking for Guidance, and Amazing Angels. Many thanks to all the students and staff who helped make Prayer Space
so special.

BOARDING

Head of Junior House Boarding
Keeping Boarders engaged and busy is a top priority here in Boarding at St Margaret’s. We organise a well-rounded Activities
schedule each term for the girls to participate. Every weekend there are three outings the girls may attend; some are held on
campus and some are off campus. Examples of off campus activities include ice skating, picnics, beach trips, shopping trips,
theatre trips and socials with other Boarding schools.

SECONDARY LEARNING

Acting Dean of Academic Performance
I was sent a Facebook message this week from a friend that said, “Teachers should wear bodycams so they can share with
parents what their child is like at school”. This week, I wish I had a body camera on to share with what I have been seeing.

Acting Dean of Studies
This coming Friday, I look forward to attending the Year 9 Assembly to talk with students about preparing for assessments and
strategies for effective revision. I will share some of the common mistakes students make, and will take them through some tips
and hints to support their learning during Term 4.

Dean of Students
A child can form an opinion about their own body at a very young age. Research suggests that children as young as three, can
have body image issues, and there are many things that can influence them.

PRIMARY

Head of Primary
Book Week
In what has been a year with many changes, Book Week was no exception. Traditionally celebrated in August, it was celebrated
nationally last week. Book Week was established in 1954 by the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) and presents
annual awards to books of literary merit, for outstanding contribution to Australia’s children’s literature. Each year, the Council
identifies a theme as a focus of the celebrations. This year, the theme was ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’. This theme provided
the opportunity for the girls to explore texts with curious creatures. The wild minds component provided an opportunity to
investigate biographies of famous people and find out which ‘wild mind’ each of the teachers appreciate. Thank you to Miss
Moulton for creating this activity for the girls.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Head of Performance
Boarder Musicians’ Recital
Congratulations to the Boarders who performed on Tuesday evening at the Boarder Musicians’ Recital. This was a wonderful
opportunity for Boarders undertaking private music lessons to perform in a warm, supportive environment. Thank you to all who
performed and thank you also to Dr Syntageros for her work in facilitating the Boarder Music Practice sessions throughout the
year and to Mr Ng for accompanying the girls at the concert.

Head of Sport
QGSSSA Touch Football
On Saturday 31 October, 10 teams from Years 7-11 will compete in the supplementary QGSSSA Touch Football Carnival. This
competition will be held at two venues; Whites Hill Reserve hosting 9A, 9B, 8B, 7A and 7B teams and Labrador Touch
Association hosting 11A, 11B, 10A, 10B, 8A. Transport is available for all players due to it being a NO SPECTATOR event. All
students should travel in their representative uniform of a white representative polo shirt, skirt or shorts with sandshoes. Players
are expected to compete in their Touch Football lycra singlet and bike pants. Further details regarding the carnival can be found
via the Touch Football POD page.

GENERAL NOTICES

Outside School Hours Care
December/January School Holiday Program - Bookings now open - secure your spot!
The school holidays are just around the corner and we can’t wait to show you the fun-filled and exciting activities we have
planned for our December/January School Holiday Program. Further details of the program can be found here (PDF 668.3KB).
Boys and girls, siblings, friends and family welcome!

DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY

Director of Philanthropy and Stakeholder Engagement
The P&F held their last meeting of 2020 in the Arts Centre Foyer this week. Whilst they realise it has been a challenging year,
with less opportunity for face to face events, there is much hope that in 2021 we will be able to resume some normality. Whilst
there are no guarantees, the Committee remains positive and many exciting ideas were put forward and discussed. At the
forefront remains the education and experience we can offer St Margaret’s girls, and the P&F remains committed to ensuring
that we explore all opportunities.

CAREERS

Careers
Visit the Careers POD page for the latest information on these topics and more.
The University of Sydney
The new ATAR and IB search tool is now live. Students can explore course options, adjustment factors and admission
pathways.

