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WHOLE SCHOOL

From the Principal
Despite some of the changes that needed to occur last year due to the pandemic, St Margaret’s had a huge focus with its 125th
year celebration. It appears to me that it would be a shame if the St Margaret’s community did not have a focus in 2021. So, this
year we have launched One School, One Book. We hope that everyone in our community will be united by reading the same
book – The Happiest Man on Earth by Eddie Jaku.

From the Deputy Principal
It is wonderful for all our staff and students to begin our first full week of academic classes. The students also seem to be
enjoying their classes. Some are experiencing certain subjects for the first time, while others are continuing their learning in the
same subjects.

Chaplain
As the new school begins, and the students begin working through academic expectations, another area of school life has
begun, our worship services. Regular chapel services in our beautiful St Margaret’s school chapel are also very much a part of
the life of the school. St Margaret’s chapel is open every school day. We are an Anglican school which upholds worship as one
of the central tenants of the Christian faith. Anglicanism is a generous faith, welcoming all people. We believe that all humanity is
loved by God. So, it is a real joy to gather in the school chapel as we sing, break open the Word, listen to stories, celebrate and
pray together as a community, loved by God.

BOARDING

Head of Junior House Boarding
Last weekend, the Boarding House celebrated the first Closed Weekend of 2021. It was a packed weekend of fun-filled
activities, that included every member of the Boarding House. It began Friday night when girls participated within their cohorts,
led by the Boarder Prefects, in a range of activities from games to movies. On Saturday morning the new Boarders enjoyed
dressing up with their buddies for the annual Boarder Buddy Breakfast. By the afternoon, the weather was warm and the girls
cooled off at the pool in the Sports Precinct.

SECONDARY LEARNING

Dean of Academics
Academic Progress meetings – Year 12 (including ATAR Indications)
This week, all Year 12 students received an email from me inviting them to sign up for an academic progress meeting to discuss
their Year 11 progress, goals for 2021 and ATAR Indications, if eligible. Meeting times will be available before, during and after
school and you are most welcome to attend these meetings with your daughter. Your daughter has access to the booking
system through the POD to book in a time to meet. Dates and times available are listed below:

Dean of Studies
Thank you in advance to the parents who will be attending the Parent Information Evening tonight, Thursday 4 February. I look
forward to meeting many of you. I will be running a session with Mr Tom Smithers (Head of Year 7), sharing information with the
Year 7 parents about the assessment and reporting processes for the Secondary school and how to access this though the POD
and Parent Lounge. These instructions about how to access the POD and Parent Lounge for reporting and parent teacher
interviews will be uploaded to the Parent Information area in the POD.

Dean of Students
School Transition
“This is a particularly stressful period for both parents and children and it tends to get trivialised. Parents can often transfer their
stress onto their child making transitioning unnecessarily more stressful.”
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg

PRIMARY

Head of Primary
Thank you to all of the parents who were able to attend the parent information night this week. A parent’s attendance and
involvement in a school are considered amongst the most potent influences on a child’s education. Over the past five decades,
there has been consistent evidence to show when parents engage in student learning and school, there are positive outcomes.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Head of Performance
Welcome to 2021!
It was wonderful to see and hear all our St Margaret’s musicians last week! Private music lessons have re-commenced, and
ensembles are up and running. It is certainly not too late for students to enrol in music lessons or join a music ensemble should
they wish to join the St Margaret’s Music Program. An enrolment form for private music lessons is available here. Feel free
to contact the Music Department via phone: 3862 0705 or email: music@stmargarets.qld.edu.au if you have any questions.

Head of Sport
Terms 1 and 2 Sports
Our Terms 1 and 2 sports are underway, with girls trialling and training. Should you require specific information, please visit the
Sport POD page first and then contact the activity coordinator via the below details. If they are unavailable and you need an
urgent response, please contact the Activities Office on 3862 0802.

DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY

Director of Philanthropy and Stakeholder Engagement
Interested in joining the Parents & Friends Association?
NOTICE is given that the Annual General Meeting of the St Margaret’s P&F Association Inc. is to be held on Monday 22
February 2021 in the Arts Centre Foyer at 6:30pm.

CAREERS

Careers
Please check the Careers page on the POD for more information about upcoming Career events.

