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WHOLE SCHOOL

From the Principal
We are excited! Some students are returning to school from next week and we are so looking forward to them being here and
having a degree of ‘normal’. The online experience has been a wonderful learning opportunity for many teachers and students;
hopefully, students have developed a greater sense of responsibility for their own learning and have understood and developed
the necessary skills to create their own systems and scaffolds for effective learning. This experience can only benefit them on
their return to school.

From the Deputy Principal
Finding time as a family to have a meal together can be hard. In fact, prior to the isolation period we are now in, data showed
that only about 30% of families would regularly find time to eat together. So now that many of our families are isolated at home, I
wonder if more time is spent around the dinner table together.

Chaplain
The gift of time
When speaking with families about how they are coping with the many changes that have happened over the last few months,
one person commented on how much they are enjoying their family time. On reflection, this comment made me think about the
concept of the gift of time. How can we give the gift of time and how can we appreciate the gift of time we have been given?
During this pandemic there are certainly different kinds of busyness; many families are working from home with the children
learning online. Yet, at the same time, many families are appreciating the fact that they have so much time together. For some, it
is like the ‘slow’ movement has become the norm. We use the challenge that if we can’t venture far from our homes, then what
can we do together.

BOARDING

Head of Junior House Boarding
We have now almost completed Week 3 of online learning. The Boarders in-house continue to impress the Boarding Staff with
their diligence and enthusiasm. The Boarders off campus are working well remotely and are managing the new regime well.

SECONDARY LEARNING

Acting Dean of Academic Performance
Year 12 External Assessment Timetable and Preparation
As we move towards welcoming back the Years 11 and 12 girls back to school, I thought I would update you on our preparation
program for External Assessments.

Acting Dean of Studies
Teachers are working very hard to adjust to a life of teaching online. Schools have always been about more than the delivery of
knowledge from adult to child. They are communities of belonging, relationships, and are driven by the social interactions and
reactions on a daily basis. For me, this is something I have missed with the transition to online learning. However, as a learner I
constantly reflect on my practices. On reflection of my transition to online learning I have realised that I need to rethink certain
aspects of my teaching, notably my approach to engagement, pace and differentiation in my lessons. This got me reflecting on
the changes I have seen in students in the current situation.

Dean of Students
Student wellbeing is the foundation to a student’s success. During this time of online learning the Pastoral Care Team would like
to introduce the Student Wellbeing Hub. The Student Wellbeing Hub tile can be found on each year level page on the POD. The
Hub consists of four main areas including Student Wellbeing Apps, Relaxation Exercises, Mental Health Tips and Support
Numbers.

PRIMARY

Head of Primary
Online Safety
As you know, all members of our community have been and still are negotiating a whole new world. As a school we have gone
from asking you to monitor the number of hours your child spends online to students spending most of the day online as they
learn. However, there are two common factors that remain the same pre and post online learning: social media etiquette and
online safety.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Head of Performance
Old Girl News
Congratulations to Old Girl, Lucy Tuffley (’16) who was accepted into a government-run mentoring program this year called the
QUBE Effect. As part of the program Lucy has made a music video which is part of a competition that is promoting up and
coming artists in Queensland. To view Lucy’s video (and to vote for it) please click here.

Head of Sport
Staying home has not resulted in St Margaret’s girls throwing exercise out the window, far from it! Our girls and families have
been busy getting fit and having fun in their own backyards, with guidance from the Sports Department. Girls have been actively
participating in Run Club, Rowing Ergos, strength and conditioning circuits and fitness challenges and can now get involved in
the Virtual Interhouse Cross Country for 2020.

Brisbane International Student Ambassador
Each year, 40 international students are appointed as Brisbane International Student Ambassadors and work to showcase
Brisbane as an international study destination. The ambassadors receive training and the opportunity to participate in various
experiences in Brisbane. The program was extended a few years ago to include high school students.

DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY

Director of Philanthropy and Stakeholder Engagement
Our chefs are still offering at-cost meals to our families. Many of you will still be working and caring for children, and we thought
this service could provide some small respite (and you know we have the reputation for the best Boarding House food in
Brisbane!).

CAREERS

Careers
What’s new this week…
Check it out!
A Virtual Expo including over 70 institutions from across Australia on 7 and 8 May, from 12pm-8pm. Log in to see webcasts,
download course guides, take virtual tours and engage with faculty staff and current students. Check out the website for more
information and to register, visit: https://www.torrens.edu.au/about/virtual-careers-expo.

