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WHOLE SCHOOL

From the Acting Principal
I’d like to begin this week’s article by thanking Ms Louise Brown, Rev. Susan Crothers-Robertson and all staff and students who
assisted in our ANZAC Day Ceremony last Friday. We were so fortunate to have one of our fathers, Lieutenant Shane Bliss, join
us to talk with the students about some of the courageous soldiers from the suburbs surrounding St Margaret’s who served at
Gallipoli. Students Isabella Bluett, Sophie Martin and Lucy Edwards also spoke about the ANZAC spirit of courage, endurance,
initiative, discipline and mateship displayed on the Western Front.

From the Acting Deputy Principal
Not all learning at a school occurs in the classroom. In fact, as a school community we engage in many events where we as a
community learn from others. When reflecting on these important school events I am reminded of the quote:
“If I have seen farther than others, it is because I was standing on the shoulders of giants.”

Chaplain
How wonderful it was to be able to hold our Baptism Service last Friday afternoon. Last year, our Years 4-6 Family Service was
cancelled due to COVID. The cancelling of this service meant that those children who were going to be Baptised and Admitted
to Holy Communion had to wait until this year. As there were so many, we separated the Baptism part of the service from the
Years 4-6 Family Service.

BOARDING

Head of Senior House Boarding
Boarding at St Margaret’s is a rewarding, fulfilling and happy time for all. The students come from many geographical areas,
both within Australia and from overseas. This exposure to other cultures is an enriching experience which gives each of our
Boarders a chance to develop a wider understanding about others and the world in which we live in.

SECONDARY LEARNING

Acting Dean of Academics
Now that Term 2 is underway, it is timely for us to reflect upon the concept of academic fitness (Martin, 2010). This has
relevance to students of all year levels, staff and parents. The girls understand that being academically fit means being fit for
learning. That is, being well-prepared to learn effectively, by developing a positive mindset and productive behaviours. The
notion that an individual’s academic fitness is to a large extent within their control is empowering for students - it tells them that
what they do makes a difference.

Dean of Studies
It is well documented that being actively engaged in learning produces positive academic outcomes. As such, at St Margaret’s
we have high expectations regarding student engagement in the classroom. We also note that in order to be actively engaged in
the classroom it is necessary to be physically present for the learning.

Acting Dean of Students
Building confidence and resilience requires deliberate, conscious actions. As confidence in one’s self increases, learning and
friendship-making becomes easier; resilience grows. The Pastoral Care Program this term is focused on developing the
Secondary girls’ understanding of themselves and others. Guest speakers will work with each cohort as they build healthy
teenage friendships, explore their leadership capacity and learn about mental health topics. Within these supportive contexts,
the girls’ resilience and ability to face challenges will increase; they will be empowered.

PRIMARY

Head of Primary
Happiness and Gratitude – life’s essentials
“Life is not always happiness. Sometimes, there are many hard days. But you must remember that you are lucky to be alive.
Every breath is a gift. Life is beautiful if you let it be. Happiness is in your hands.”

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Head of Performance
Private Music Students’ Recital
Congratulations to all students who performed in the Private Music Students’ Recital on Wednesday afternoon. There was a
wide range of styles performed on a variety of different instruments. All girls should be exceptionally proud of their
performances!

Head of Sport
One of the most unnoticed aspects of being part of a team is the importance of being social and joining in the team environment.
At St Margaret’s, we expect students to attend the nominated training sessions to develop not only their skills, but to also
develop great relationships with one another, their coaches and teachers. A research article by the Canadian Olympic
Committee investigated the factors which contributed to the success or lack of success of Canadian athletes at the Olympic
Games in Beijing. It was found that the most significant contributor to a medal winning performance or personal best was a
strong coach-athlete relationship and a strong athlete-athlete relationship.

DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY

Director of Philanthropy and Stakeholder Engagement
Past Student Awards
The Past Student Awards took place last Saturday 24 April in the Arts Centre Foyer. Guests were treated to a beautiful evening
which began with drinks on the Arts Centre Foyer Terraces under the stars. This was followed by a sit-down meal interspersed
with inspiring and fascinating speeches from our winners. We were overwhelmed by their outstanding achievements, and so
proud that St Margaret’s was such a big part of all of their educational journeys. Congratulations again to our 2020 and 2021
winners:

CAREERS

Careers
Please check the Careers News section on the Careers and Pathways POD page for more information about upcoming
opportunities and events.

