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HOW CAN HINTERLAND KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXTENDED READING BREATH LIFE INTO WHAT 

WE REALLY WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW?

Christian Moffat

History and Humanities Teacher, B.G.G.S.



1.What do I mean by hinterland
knowledge?

2.How can I use it to get pupils to 
want to know the core ideas of the 
topic?

KEY QUESTIONS

3. How can I generate 
this through 
extended reading? 



WHAT DO I MEAN BY HINTERLAND KNOWLEDGE?

"The core knowledge you want pupils 
to remember is supported by an 

equally important hinterland; the 
little examples, the stories, the 

illustrations, the richness, the dwelling 
on this but not that, the times when 

you as a teacher go off-piste with your 
passion.." 

Counsell, C. (April 7, 2018) Senior Curriculum Leadership 1: The indirect manifestation of knowledge: (A) 
curriculum as narrative.

Christine Counsell. (2018) The Dignity of the Thing



HOW CAN I USE IT TO GET PUPILS TO WANT TO 
KNOW THE CORE IDEAS OF A TOPIC?

• Hinterland knowledge breathes life into our 
curriculums, and saves the curriculum from 
being a mere collection of taught facts.

• Hinterland knowledge is not the spurious 
additional trivia that we throw out occasionally 
to add some colour to a topic, it’s the crucial 
context in which the core knowledge sits. 

• Core knowledge means little without placing it 
firmly in the hinterland and it’s our job to select, 
carefully, the right level of hinterland knowledge 
to impart in order for students to make sense of 
what they are learning.



HOW CAN I USE IT TO GET PUPILS TO WANT TO 
KNOW THE CORE IDEAS OF A TOPIC?

Y8 Norman Conquest
Rivals: William of Normandy, Harald Godwinson, Harald 
Hardrada

Not in the exam!! 
But breaths life into the topic and provides context

Core:
 Stamford Bridge
 Battle of Hastings
 Feudal System

Hinterland: 
 Hardrada - Varangian Guard 

(Byzantian Emperor’s 
bodyguard) 

 Birds with tinder set on fire 
= captures under-siege 
Saracen castle with it 
catching ablaze



HOW CAN I GENERATE THIS THROUGH EXTENDED READING?

About choosing the right text that makes them want
to reach the core of the topic.

Important to push against modern trends that perhaps 
are not encouraging of extended reading.



HOW CAN I GENERATE THIS THROUGH EXTENDED READING?

Y10 Suffragettes

Core:
 Suffrage
 Tactics experiences of 

Suffragettes/Suffragists

Hinterland: 
 Late 19th London through 

exploration of Soho
 Explore the lives and 

experiences of five 
women who lived prior 
to 1918

Not in the exam!! 
But breaths life into the topic and provides context



INSTEAD OF TEXTBOOK DEFINITION TO FRAYER MODEL

…a whole generation of intellectuals developed a new 
method of learning derived from classical Greek and 
Roman authors, called studia humanitatis. These 
scholars fashioned themselves ‘humanists’ and engaged 
in an immense undertaking to understand, translate, 
publish and teach the texts of the past as a means of 
understanding and transforming their own present. 
Renaissance humanism gradually replaced the monastic 
scholastic tradition from which it emerged. It 
systematically promoted the study of classical works as 
the key to the creation of the successful, cultivated, 
civilized individual who used these skills to succeed 
within the everyday world of politics, trade, and religion.

Humanism

Definition of humanism

Frayer Model

Not going to stick 
for most pupils!!!



HOW CAN I GENERATE THIS THROUGH EXTENDED READING?

Y8 Renaissance

Core:
 Humanism

Hinterland: 
 Poggio Bracciolini, Italian 

author finds himself in the 
monastery of St Fulda 
hunting for the Roman 
poem On the Nature of 
Things by Lurecretius. 

 Full of dangerous ideas –
that the universe functioned 
without gods and religion.

 Would go on to influence 
Botteceli, Da Vinci etc

Not in the exam!! 
But breaths life into the 

topic and provides context



HOW CAN I GENERATE THIS THROUGH EXTENDED READING?

Y8 Medieval Europe

Core:
 Dark Ages
 Chronology – Fall of 

Rome - Renaissance

Hinterland: 
 John of Westwyk
 Narrative of astrolabe 
 Influence on Copernicus 

and Galileo

Not in the exam!! 
But breaths life into the topic and 

provides context





HOW CAN HINTERLAND KNOWLEDGE AND 
EXTENDED READING BREATH LIFE INTO WHAT 

WE REALLY WANT STUDENTS TO KNOW?

Christian Moffat

History and Humanities Teacher, B.G.G.S.



Podcasts
C LAIR  MO NNIC KE NDAM-
C LAYF IE LD C O LLE G E

C M O N N I C K E N D A M @ C L A Y F I E L D . Q L D . E D U . A U



The Rest is 
History 
podcast
P R E S E NTE D AND C R E ATE D 
B Y TO M HO LLAND AND 
DO MINIC  S ANDB RO O K



The Rest is 
History 72-The 
Vietnam War

Includes an interview with Andrew Preston, 
Cambridge  University Professor of 
American History

'I love the sound of podcasts in the 
morning.'

How the war began,how it evolved and 
how it ended.

Includes questions from listeners



Five most 
iconic photos



Intervention in 
Vietnam

'a platoon of bagpipers would be sufficient' 
J ohnson to British Prime  Minis te r, 
Harold  Wilson

'in North and South Viet-nam, in Cambodia 
and in Laos, no fore ign power any longer 
intervene  in any way in the  affairs of these  
unfortunate  countries.' De  Gaulle 's  spe e ch 
to the  Fre nch pre s s  in  1964

'Cricket pitches as well as baseball pitches' 
Holland  on Aus tra lia 's  contribution



'Fun' facts

'The US dropped almost four times the 
bomb tonnage on Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia than all parties dropped in all of 
World War II'

Most of these bombs were dropped on its 
ally, South Vietnam

Trumps 'dodgy foot' and Clinton's 'draft 
lette r' from Oxford



Why 
podcasts?

Develop your own knowledge

Springboard for a research task, 
background knowledge and primary and 
secondary sources

Historiography-perspectives and 
interpretations

References to the work of historians

Models for key inquiry questions

Why read when you can listen to a 
podcast?



Podcast recommendations

The Rest is  Historyhttps://open.spotify.com/show/7Cvsbcjhtur7nplC148TWy

You're Dead to Me   https://open.spotify.com/show/2dXkTgfC5mECruaLFUERe1

In Our Time  https://open.spotify.com/show/17YfG23eMbfLBaDPqucgzZ\

History Extra  https://open.spotify.com/show/67EPVbpyjlDxGWsrfzdYu5

https://open.spotify.com/show/7Cvsbcjhtur7nplC148TWy
https://open.spotify.com/show/2dXkTgfC5mECruaLFUERe1
https://open.spotify.com/show/17YfG23eMbfLBaDPqucgzZ/


HUMANITY

DISCLAIMER: The source I use in this lesson has swearing that was redacted.  The same idea would work with a similar 
text/passage if you feel the one I use won’t fit your context



What are your observations about 
humanity?



Tom Phillips

Tom Phillips is a British author and journalist.

He has previously been the editor of BuzzFeed

He has written three books, with the most 
recent one published in March of this year.

Prior to 2022 he was the editor of Full Fact, 
the UK’s independent fact checking 
organisation, where he led a team through 
Brexit.  He was a regular contributor on 
national broadcast media.



Let’s begin...
In the seventy thousand years that modern human beings 
have walked this earth, we’ve come a long way. Art, 
science, culture, trade – on the evolutionary food chain, 
we’re real winners. But, frankly, it’s not exactly been plain 
sailing, and sometimes – just occasionally – we’ve 
managed to really, truly, quite unbelievably [mess] things 
up.

From Chairman Mao’s Four Pests Campaign, to the 
American Dustbowl; from the Austrian army 
attacking itself one drunken night, to the world’s leading 
superpower electing a reality TV mogul as President… it’s 
pretty safe to say that, as a species, we haven’t exactly 
grown wiser with age.

Driving questions: 
• What are the short term and long term impacts of human choices?
• To what extent do action and consequence demonstrate human fallibility?



Reading 
for 

meaning
Discussion points

• Are there words that 
are unfamiliar or used 
in a new way in the 
text?

• What contextual 
knowledge did you 
use/can you use/are 
you missing in order to 
access this source?

------------------------------------
• What are the theories 

around how we came 
to be on the planet?

• Why do you think we 
‘…get things 
profoundly…wrong 
over and over again.’?

This is a book about humans, and our remarkable
capacity for [getting things wrong]. About why for
every accomplishment that makes you proud to be
human (art, science, pubs) there’s always something
else that makes you shake your head in bafflement and
despair (war, pollution, pubs in airports).

It’s quite likely that – regardless of your personal
opinions or political persuasion – at some point in
recent times you’ve looked around at the state of the
world and thought to yourself: oh [what] have we
done?

[Prologue]



STUDENT TASK
You are going to explore this week in history using this site 
https://www.britannica.com/on-this-day/June-16

You are going to pick ONE event from this week (INSERT 
DATES OF THE WEEK) that shows how humans have a 
tendency to make mistakes

You are going to read about the event both on this site and in 
a wider sense (Wikipedia is fine to establish general 
knowledge).  

You are going to write a TEEEEL para using what you’ve read, 
that responds to the following:

Analyse the extent to which this event shows 
the fallibility of humanity.

https://www.britannica.com/on-this-day/June-16


Example
• Event: June 17, 1903 – Ford Motor Company founded by Henry Ford and 11 

associates
• General Info: Ford is an American multinational automobile manufacturer.   

It sells Fords and Lincolns (luxury aspect of the brand).  Ford introduced 
methods for the large-scale manufacturing of cars.  Over the years they have 
been embroiled in many controversies over environmental impact and 
safety



EXEMPLAR
Henry Ford’s establishment of the Ford Motor Company in 1903 shows the
fallibility of humanity to a large extent as innovation and profit are placed above
the environment and safety. While innovation has long been heralded as a
positive aspect of human behaviour, the desire to move from place to place in a
high-speed manner means that as a whole, humanity has forwarded the desire
to make money and lost sight of the environmental impact of inventions such as
cars. In an effort to continue generating profits without increasing
manufacturing costs, the Ford Motor Company has often ignored federal
standards, leading to them being fined multiple times for breaches, including
having to pay $2.5 million in 1998 for a pollution-control problem in its Econoline
vans. In addition to this, Ford is a direct example of human shortcomings as the
drive to be competitive can lead to individuals and companies making
questionable decisions that place income and speed of manufacture over safety.
As recently as 2014, despite knowing that the fault had led to death, Ford had to
be forced to recall vehicles made with airbags supplied by Takata, demonstrating
that manufacture and profit are placed above safety. It is undoubtable that the
creation of Ford Motor Company is an event that greatly demonstrates the
weakness of humanity as, on the whole, it is a clear example of how humans put
innovation and revenue above the ecosystems and safety. (238w)

Topic

Expl. 1

Example 1

Expl. 2

Example 2

Link

Use the language of 
the question IN the 
topic sentence to 
keep you focused.

Use synonyms for key 
words throughout

No contractions e.g. 
it’s, they’re

(write them in full)

Formal English

Linking word or 
phrase between EE + 

EE

Linking sentence uses 
synonyms for words 

in the topic 
sentence/question

ANALYSE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THIS EVENT 
SHOWS THE FALLIBIITY OF HUMANITY



Student 
work 
samples

Student A has explored the way beliefs impact 
choices which can lead to death (prisoners in 

Auschwitz)

Student B has explored the way women have 
fewer opportunities than men which reflects 
humanity’s lack of equality (women in space)



Religious context
The battle for the Holy Land
Links to AHIS The Crusades
Links to Arab Israeli Conflict



What does the 
Bible tell us?

• Our research starts with Abraham. 

According to the biblical account, Abram (“The 
Father [or God] Is Exalted”), who is later named 
Abraham (“The Father of Many Nations”), a native 
of Ur in Mesopotamia, is called by God (Yahweh) to 
leave his own country and people and journey to an 
undesignated land, where he will become the founder of 
a new nation.

Abraham is the patriarch of the Abrahamic faith = 3 
religions
1. Islam
2. Judaism
3. Christianity



ALL THREE RELIGIONS HAVE LEFT THEIR 
MARK ON THE AREA
The city of Jerusalem contains both synagogues, churches and
mosques. It is a centre of pilgrimage for people of all three faiths.

In addition, the Jews claimed Jerusalem as their ancient capital, the
Palestinians claim Al Quds as their capital today and for Christians,
Jerusalem remains the most holy place on the planet.

Why?



THE HOLY LAND
The area of land that Israel and Palestine occupies is sometimes referred to as the ‘Holy land’.

This is because it is seen as holy by all three Abrahamic religions, namely Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

In the Middle Ages a number of religious wars known as the Crusades were fought for control of the area and 
Jerusalem or Al Quds in Arabic, is seen as a city of great holiness.



FOR JEWISH PEOPLE
For Jews, ancient Israel was the land given to them by
God in perpetuity after the Israelites were freed from
bondage to the ancient Egyptians. This is why they
sometimes refer to it as the ‘Promised Land”

Jerusalem was their capital city, and the location of
the Great Temple originally built by King Solomon, and
Jerusalem was the centre of Jewish political, cultural
and religious life.

The land of Israel was therefore seen as the God given
birthright of all Jews.

However an independent Israel disappeared during
the time of the Roman Empire when after a number of
rebellions the Romans expelled all Jews from Palestine
in 135AD. Jews found themselves scattered across the
Middle East, North Africa and Europe. This is known as
the ‘Diaspora’. For for some Jews it remained a dream
that one day they might return home. This desire to re-
found the ancient Jewish homeland was called
Zionism.



IMPORTANCE OF THE TEMPLE OF 
SOLOMON
• In 597BC, the Babylonians took over 

Jerusalem. They took the Jewish people as 
prisoners back to Babylon. The Babylonians 
then destroyed the Temple of Solomon. 

• The Temple of Solomon- was built by Solomon 
and completed in 957BC. The Babylonians 
destroyed the temple in the 6th century BC.

• The temple is re-built by Jewish people, after 
Darius allows them to return, in the 5th century 
BC. It is called the Second Temple.  

• The Second Temple is significant because 
Jesus was in this temple as a child in AD times. 

• The temple survives until 70AD until the 
Romans destroy it. 



FOR CHRISTIANS
For Christians, Jerusalem and the lands around
it were of great importance as the birthplace of
Jesus and the place where he carried out his
ministry, was crucified, buried and rose again to
ascend into heaven.
During the latter part of the Roman Empire
Christianity was the main religion of the area.
Many fine churches and cathedrals were built
at this time. For centuries after the Roman
Empire split, the Eastern Roman Empire
(Byzantium) ruled the area that is today Israel
and Palestine and Christianity was the main
religion.
In the Middle Ages Christian knights from
western Europe set up Catholic states in the
region which lasted for nearly 200 years.



FOR MUSLIMS
For Muslims, Jerusalem (Al Quds) and the lands around
it were of great importance as the place where the
prophet Muhammad ascended into heaven after his
ministry on earth ended.

Arab armies in the seventh century CE fired by Islamic
zeal had conquered the area taking it away from the
Christian Byzantines.

A process of Islamification and Arabisation then
proceeded over the following centuries. This process
meant that by 1900 the vast majority of the inhabitants
of the region considered themselves Arab and Muslim.
This is the case today with the Palestinian people.

The area and Jerusalem were under Islamic rule for
centuries, except when it was lost to the Crusaders. Al
Quds was the third most holy city in the Islamic world
after Mecca and Medina. The Dome of the Rock
(Haram al Sharif in Arabic) became one of the most
holy mosques in the Islamic world built on the site of the
ancient Jewish high temple.



This photograph shows the Dome of the Rock Mosque on Temple
Mount, a very holy place for Muslims and in the foreground the
Wailing Wall which Jews claim is the last remaining structure of the
ancient Jewish High temple. This is considered Judaism’s most holy
site. Religious sentiment is one of the causes of conflict between the
Jews and Arabs.



DOME OF THE ROCK MOSQUE 
• The Dome of the Rock is an Islamic 

shrine located on the Temple Mount in 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 

• It was initially completed in 691–92 CE at 
the order of Umayyad Caliph Abd al-
Malik during the Second Fitna on the site 
of the Second Jewish Temple, destroyed 
during the Roman Siege of Jerusalem in 
70 CE. 

• The original dome collapsed in 1015 and 
was rebuilt in 1022–23. 

• The Dome of the Rock is in its core one 
of the oldest extant works of Islamic 
architecture.



THE WAILING WALL
• The Wailing Wall (as it is known in the West) or Western Wall 
known in Islam as the Buraq Wall is an ancient limestone wall in the 
Old City of Jerusalem. It is a relatively small segment of a far longer 
ancient retaining wall, known also in its entirety as the "Western 
Wall". The wall was originally erected as part of the expansion of the 
Second Jewish Temple begun by Herod the Great, which resulted in 
the encasement of the natural, steep hill known to Jews and 
Christians as the Temple Mount, in a huge rectangular structure 
topped by a flat platform, thus creating more space for the Temple 
itself, its auxiliary buildings, and crowds of worshipers and visitors.

• In one of several varying Muslim traditions, it is the site where the 
Islamic Prophet Muhammad tied his winged steed, al-Buraq, on his 
Isra and Mi'raj to Jerusalem before ascending to paradise, and 
constitutes the western border of al-Haram al-Sharif, the Noble 
Sanctuary of the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

• The Western Wall's holiness in Judaism is a result of its proximity to 
the Temple Mount. Because of the Temple Mount entry restrictions, 
the Wall is the holiest place where Jews are permitted to pray, 
though the Foundation Stone, the most sacred site in the Jewish 
faith, lies behind it. 



Why is 
Abraham 

important?

• It was Abraham who God spoke to and said that he would 
receive the promise of the land. 

• Abraham has many sons. But the two most notable are 
Ishmael and Isaac. 

• Abraham’s wife Sarah was unable to have children. She 
suggested that they have a child through the use of their 
slave girl Hagar. This was a common tradition; If a mistress 
received the baby from the womb of her slave, onto her 
own chest/womb, the child would become the baby to the 
lady of the house.  

• From this, Ishmael was born, the first son of Abraham. 

• However, years later, Sarah was able to have a child. She 
gave birth the Isaac, the younger brother to Ishmael. 



Abraham’s family 
tree. 

Note:
Isaac = to laugh (Hebrew)



What does the Bible tell us about this? 

• Matthew: 1 The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah







What does this 
mean for 

Muslims and 
Jewish/Christian 

people?

• The Bible talks of Ishmael (son of Abraham and the slave 
Hagar), until Isaac is born. Once Isaac is born, Ishmael is 
not favoured anymore. 

• Eventually, Sarah wants Hagar to leave. But God says to 
Abraham and Hagar, not to worry, and that he will make of 
Ishmael, a powerful nation. 



What does this mean 
for Muslims and 
Jewish/Christian 
people?



How does this 
link in with 

The Crusades?

• Were the Crusades a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, or were 
they simply a battle for the Holy Land? 

• The Crusades can be viewed as a series of battles/wars 
between Muslims and Christians. 

• These battles took place due to the pilgrimage of Christians 
to the Holy Land. 

• The Crusades began as a fight for the Holy Land- Christians 
wanted to reclaim the Holy Land as their own, believing 
that they are the rightful descendants. Muslims also 
believed that they were the rightful descendants, and thus, 
were not willing to give up the Holy Land. 

• It can be argued that later Crusades were not so much a 
pilgrimage or fight for the Holy Land, but more of an attack 
against Muslims all around the Arab peninsular. 



Why would 
Christians 

attack 
Muslims?

• Islam was not originally viewed as a religion

• Muslims were seen as ‘heretics’, meaning “against 
Christianity”, because they said Jesus was not the son of 
God (this is written in the Quran). 

• Quran = “to recite”

• The Quran is the recitation of the speeches of Muhammad. 

• Islam = “obedience to Allah” 
• Muslim = someone who is obedient to Allah (Allah is the 

Arabic word for God).

• Therefore, Christians saw Muslims as people needing to be 
re-converted to the Christian faith. 



How does this 
link in with 

The Arab 
Israeli 

Conflict?

• Who has biblical and historical rights to the Holy Land? 

• Who was the land promised to, and by whom?
• How does biblical history play a significant part in modern 

day conflicts?

• How can there possibly be a solution/resolution to the 
conflict if biblical history is at the base of the conflict and 
thus, can’t be agreed upon? 



“We still live in the shadow 
of the Second World War”



Garry Davis, dean of the One World 
movement, in 1956. 
Credit...Carl Gossett/The New York Times

Garry Davis, WW2 pilot 

Renounced his American 
citizenship and spent the rest of 
his life campaigning against ‘the 
absurdity of national distinctions’.

1 million joined his register of 
‘world citizens’.

He printed his own ‘world 
passport’ and registered his own 
‘world currency’

“In Davis’ world, there would be 
no need for war since there would 
no longer be nations to fight for”



‘The desire to believe and belong’

The war had filled people’s lives for so long that many of them 
began to miss it. Compared to the drama of the war years, life 
afterwards looked mundane, and its continuing hardships no 
longer seemed to have purpose.  Nostalgia for the war – which 
is still common today, particularly in the victorious nations –
was born from this feeling of emptiness



“The language that was used 
routinely to describe the 
Communist threat, both at 
home and abroad, was its 
similarity to the language that 
had previously been used to 
describe the Nazi threat”

‘Red Fascism” was a phrase 
regularly used by 
newspapers, politicians and 
the FBI….”

p. 227



From a Soviet point of view, the hypocrisy 
of Western statesmen was quite 
shameless. In the Atlantic Charter they 
harped on about the ‘right of all peoples 
to choose the forms of government under 
which they will live’ and yet they 
supported colonialism in Asia and 
Africa….in 1948 the Americans spent a 
great deal of money and influence to 
ensure that the Italian elections threw up 
the ‘correct’ result – how was this any 
better than Soviet efforts to rig Hungarian 
or Polish elections?

p. 244



Chapters on:

• Korea
• South America
• Israel and Palestine
• Birth of African nations
• Indonesia 

Continues to resonate today….



“If we can’t embrace the 
richness and complexities 
of life, however painful, we 
will reach for comforting 
simplicities instead”
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