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From the Principal
I am delighted to invite our secondary
students to explore the opportunity to
participate in the St Margaret’s Global
Exchange Program. This exciting program
will afford many girls the chance to study
abroad in one of our sister schools in
England, South Africa, New Zealand,
Germany, Japan, Canada, United States
of America and Hong Kong, as well as the
rewarding experience of hosting a student
from overseas.
The Exchange Program is an integral part of the School’s Goal – Broadening
Horizons, which forms part of the St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School
Strategic Plan 2013-2017 Discover the Difference. Our St Margaret’s
students are invited to contribute to the wider community, explore
opportunities and develop a deep understanding of their responsibilities within
local, national and international contexts. The goal – Broadening Horizons –
aims to strengthen the international focus of school activities and provide
opportunities for overseas, rural and city students to experience the cultural,
geographic and economic diversity that is a unique strength of Australia. We
aim to be the undisputed leader in offering international exchange.
The St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School Exchange Program provides
exceptional opportunities for students to participate in the global community
within the context of school and family life. I hope that as you read this
brochure and talk to former students who have enjoyed the program, you will
come to share their feeling about the unique opportunities this program offers.
I look forward to hearing of the future endeavours of St Margaret’s students
gaining an educational experience abroad.
Yours sincerely
Ros Curtis
Principal
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Broadening
Horizons
Broadening Horizons

The St Margaret’s Exchange Program aims to:

1. Support the school’s goal of Empowering Young Women by
encouraging students to develop resilience, a positive outlook
and a sense of responsibility. The Exchange Program assists the
development of confident, capable and compassionate young
women who contribute successfully to the global community.

2. Support the Christian ethos of the school and seek to facilitate
students’ knowledge from a global perspective to promote an
appreciation, a tolerance and an understanding of the diversity of
people and culture.
3. Support the school’s goal of Academic Success through a
personalised learning approach which provides opportunities for
students to participate in educational environments that require
self-paced and independent learning.
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4. Support the integration of technology as a tool for learning and
communication as student’s access online learning materials to
study from abroad.

5. Supports the holistic nature of education as students participate
across the breadth and depth of academic and extra-curricular
activities. This encourages students to learn to adapt to new
environments with different expectations, thus promoting
personal growth and the qualities of becoming ambassadors for
their family, school and country.
6. Promote in students an inquiring mind and an appreciation of
the diversity of learning by providing students with relevant
and authentic experiences in the context of the globalisation
of education.

Selection Criteria
Selection criteria and process for exchange selection
1. Students are selected for the Exchange Program on the basis of
how they reflect and embody the core values of St Margaret’s,
their academic standing, personal motivation and participation in
school activities.
2. Students selected must demonstrate initiative, strong
communication skills, social maturity and resilience.
3. Students are selected on their suitability as an ambassador for
St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School and their ability to adapt and
function independently in new environments.

Process
Exchange Information Evening
Students and their families interested in applying for the Exchange
Program attend an Information Evening held mid-June in Term 2.

Exchange Applications

Communication with Schools, Exchange Partners and
Host Families
Once the exchange allocations are complete, students and their
families are encouraged to begin communication with their overseas
exchange partners and host families. The Coordinator of the
Exchange Program at St Margaret’s provides continual
communication and information to all parties throughout the
experience, and shares updates from our students travelling on
exchange, with the school community.

Summary
St Margaret’s students and their exchange partners learn as much from
their journey as from their destination, and evolve as contributors to
the global community through celebrating differences and accepting
and conquering the challenges and amazing opportunities offered to
them through the exchange experience.

Year 9 students will be invited to apply for the Exchange Program.
Application Forms are available at the Information Evening, and from
then onwards, from school reception, with applications closing in
late July. Students are strongly encouraged to be open to all exchange
destinations; however, they must indicate in their applications the
destinations they do not prefer to travel to and give explanations..

Exchange Interviews
All applicants are interviewed and each interview consists of the
applicant being asked several questions by the panel, and each
applicant also provides a two-minute power-point presentation
which is played at the interview. Interviews are held with the Deputy
Principal, Dean of Students, and the Coordinator of the Global
Exchange Program; students are advised of the outcome of this
interview by email after 4pm on the last day of Term 3.

St Margaret’s Host Families
Students will either board or be hosted by a school-approved host
family during their exchange experience. It is a requirement of all
St Margaret’s parents who will host exchange students to obtain a
Volunteer Blue Card. This includes other siblings and occupants of the
home aged 18 years and over. St Margaret’s covers the cost of the Blue
Card application and retains a copy of the certification on file. Our
exchange schools have similar checks which their host parents must
also complete. Your entire family has the opportunity to share in the
exchange experience when hosting a student.
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Partner Exchange
St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School Partner Exchange Schools:
The Emma Willard School, Albany, New York State, USA

Nga Tawa Diocesan School for Girls, Marton, New Zealand

Emma Willard is a day and boarding school for girls which was
founded in 1814, and has 350 students, two thirds of whom are
boarders. The campus boasts stunning gothic buildings and a
cosmopolitan collegiate community. The culture for students at Emma
is affirming and aspirational, global and intimate, joy-filled and girlcentric. Education is moulded to the individual talents, drive and focus
of each girl, whilst encompassing the health and wellness of mind and
body. The school is located in Albany, New York State, and is a two
and a half hour train ride from New York City along the Hudson River.

Nga Tawa is a boutique girls’ boarding school in rural Rangitikei close
to two small cities: Palmerston North and Whanganui. Marton is the
actual location of the school and is a two hour drive from Wellington.
Founded in 1891, Nga Tawa is renowned for its high academic
achievement, onsite Equestrian Academy and performing and visual
arts programs. Students are provided with wide ranging opportunities
to grow and learn through peer partnership programs, interactive
learning, outdoor education and community participation.

St Margaret’s students fly from Brisbane to Los Angeles, then onto
Albany for their exchange at Emma Willard in Term 4, and their
partners spend Term 1 of the following school year (Year 11) at St
Margaret’s.

St Anne’s Diocese College, Hilton, South Africa
St Anne’s is an independent girls’ boarding school situated in Hilton,
KwaZulu-Natal. Hilton is adjacent to the capital of KwaZulu-Natal,
Pietermaritzburg, a city an hour’s drive from Durban.
Founded in 1877, St Anne’s has a long tradition of providing quality
education for girls. It is predominantly a boarding school with
approximately 420 girls from Grades 8 - 12 (ages 13 to 18).
Around 60% of the girls are from KwaZulu-Natal, with the remaining
40% coming from neighbouring provinces, surrounding countries
and other parts of the world. Eighty-five per cent of girls board at
St Anne’s in a stable, caring and homely environment, and a wide
range of co-curricular activities are offered to meet each girl’s interest
and passion.
St Margaret’s students fly Brisbane-Sydney-Johannesburg and onto
Pietermaritzburg. The ten students are split into two groups of five and
their terms of exchange are as follows:
Group 1 – St Anne’s girls to St Margaret’s in Term 2, and St Margaret’s
girls to St Anne’s in Term 3
Group 2 – St Margaret’s girls to St Anne’s in Term 2, and St Anne’s girls
to St Margaret’s in Term 3

The school provides a small, caring and inclusive community of
290 students. Nga Tawa girls benefit from a culturally diverse student
population and the staff is committed to meeting the educational,
social and pastoral needs of all students.
St Margaret’s students fly from Brisbane to Wellington for their
exchange experience at Nga Tawa in Term 2, and the Nga Tawa
students come to St Margaret’s in Term 3.

St Margaret’s College, Christchurch, New Zealand
(Rowing Exchange)
St Margaret’s College was founded in 1910 and is an independent
day and boarding school for girls, situated in Merivale, Christchurch.
The school has 750 students in Years 1-13, and offers a wide range of
academic choices, and sporting and cultural opportunities. This is a
rowing exchange, whereby two St Margaret’s AGS girls spend Term 1
in Christchurch for their rowing season which culminates in the Maadi
Cup at the end of their season, and two St Margaret’s College students
are hosted in Brisbane in Term 3, to participate in our rowing season.
St Margaret’s AGS students fly direct from Brisbane to Christchurch
for their exchange in Term 1 and St Margaret’s College students come
to Brisbane in Term 3.

Konan Girls High School, Kobe, Japan
Konan was established in 1920 and incorporates the junior and senior
schools. Their focus is to encourage intelligent and independent young
women to have dignity and to prepare them for life in a very positive
manner. The Konan school motto reads: Be pure, be just, be gentle and
be strong. The list of extra-curricular activities and clubs on offer is
extensive, from table tennis and Japanese archery to calligraphy
and broadcasting.
St Margaret’s students fly to Osaka for their exchange, as Konan is a
thirty minute car journey from Osaka. Konan students come to
St Margaret’s on exchange in Term 3, and St Margaret’s girls go to
Japan in Term 4.
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Schools
The Licensed Victuallers’ School, Ascot, England

Shawnigan Lake, Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada

LVS Ascot is a co-educational, independent day and boarding school
for boys and girls aged 4-18 years and is located in Ascot, Berkshire.
The school was founded by The Licensed Trade Charity in 1803, and
after being moved twice, due to industrialisation and the growth of
London, the school was moved to its current destination of Ascot in
the late 1980s. LVS aims to develop caring, confident citizens for the
future through the learning partnership between school, home and
community, enabling students to adapt to a rapidly changing world.
The curriculum is stimulating, and the extra-curricular activities
include sport, music, art, drama and many clubs are also on offer
e.g. fishing and film.

Shawnigan was founded in 1916 as a boys’ school, in a then-secluded
rainforest on Vancouver Island. In 1988 the school became coeducational and currently boasts a population of 480 students. Four
hundred and twenty of the students are boarders, making Shawnigan
the largest boarding community in Canada. Nine boarding residences
dot the 380 acre rural campus, five houses for boys and four for girls.
There is a full athletics and sporting program on offer to students, as
well as a fine arts program and a leadership values-based program.

The LVS students come to St Margaret’s and spend Term 2 in Brisbane
and the St Margaret’s girls fly to London in Term 4 for their exchange
at LVS, Ascot.

Ursulinenschule School, Hersel, Bonn, Germany
Ursulinenschule was established in 1852, and is a school for girls
with 350 students on campus. The school offers an encompassing
curriculum and choice of subjects, including a fine arts program, and
the extra-curricular choices are choir, orchestra, theatre, running,
soccer, lifeguards etc. The language program includes German,
Latin, French, Spanish and English. Ursulinenschule School has been
involved in exchange programs for almost 25 years.
The students from Ursulinenschule come to St Margaret’s in Term
3, and St Margaret’s students go to Germany in Term 4 and fly from
Brisbane to Frankfurt for their exchange.

Shawnigan students come to St Margaret’s in Term 1 and St Margaret’s
girls go to Shawnigan in Term 2. The most convenient flight path is:
Brisbane /Sydney /Vancouver /Vancouver Island.

St Stephen’s College, Stanley, Hong Kong
In 1903 St Stephen’s College originally opened as a day and boarding
school for boys and has a significant historical tapestry, which includes
being converted to a military hospital in 1941 during World War II.
The last battle to defend Hong Kong from the Japanese invasion before
it fell on Christmas Day in 1941 was fought on the grounds of
St Stephen’s College, and memorials in the campus grounds and
buildings acknowledge these events. In 1968, the College became
co-educational and the school’s vision continues to have a balanced
emphasis on moral, intellectual, physical, social, aesthetic and spiritual
development in a caring and supportive Christian environment. The
College equips students with life-long learning skills, sound moral
principles and broad global perspectives, with a focus on students
being the competent, committed and resourceful leaders of tomorrow.
St Stephen’s students come to St Margaret’s for their exchange in
Term 1, and St Margaret’s girls go to St Stephen’s in Term 2. Direct
flights operate from Brisbane to Hong Kong.
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Student Testimonials

England
The Licensed Victuallers’ School, Ascot, England

In the first week of half term, I went to Spain with Alyx and her parents
and stayed at an apartment in a golf resort. The weather in Spain was
hot, giving us a much needed break from the cold gloomy weather
in England. We spent most of our time by the pool or playing tennis.
The resort has 22 pools so Alyx and I rode our bikes around, trying to
swim in them all. On the second last day we visited a lovely town called
Cartagena and the area is well-known for its Roman ruins.
I spent the second week of half term with Abi and her family; they
live in a military compound, which was really different but very
interesting. We went by train to London and stayed overnight at an
army camp which was so cool and were given IDs. The trains don’t
wait too long so you have to always know where you are going and
what train to catch at all times. I learned there are either no rubbish
bins, or, alternatively, transparent bins in the train stations, especially
underground, because there have been instances in years past where
bombs were placed in bins. We visited all the main attractions such as
the London Eye, Buckingham Place and the Tower of London which
had poppies surrounding it in honour of all the soldiers who have
died. We went to the London Dungeons and walked through some of
London’s history. It was a fun two-hour tour and people jumped out of
nowhere dressed in Victorian-era clothing scaring us to death. On the
second day we visited Harrods and saw the Changing of the Guards
parade and by the end of the day we could not walk anymore!
The next two days were spent in Wales and we stayed at Abi’s
grandma’s house for the night. I was very excited to be in a new
country in a matter of two hours by car. On our way back we visited
a coal mine and we were given miners’ hats and torches and we went
down 90 metres in the mine shaft. We were taken along a track – the
further we went the older, colder and darker it got. The rest of the
holiday was spent shopping and catching up with school work. At the
start of the term I had a few problems with maths but the teacher took
the time to sit down with Lili and me and we quickly caught up.
Luisa Alonso Gonzalez Cordero
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Student Testimonials

South Africa
St Anne’s Diocesan College, Hilton, Kwazulu,
South Africa

I have been taking part in many classes and am absolutely loving
biology and drama. Tonight we went to Funk (a dance concert where
each school from the area performs their own dance) and we all had
a lovely time. One of our favourite performances was by the
Mariztburg College who did theirs in honour of a boy who was shot
protecting his family and it was very touching. We have been to see
L’ark (Joan of Arc) and Antigone (a modern take of Antigone) through
drama as well!
Another one of my favourite excursions was on last Friday where all
the exchange girls went with the Form 3s (Year 9s) to the Warwick
markets. This was a big eye opener and showed us the struggles of a lot
of people, but also of traditional culture and a way of earning money.
The smell was… unique… and reflected the poor conditions and lack
of hygiene, but the bustle and colour of the markets compensated for
this massively. We saw the herb markets, which had dried out animal
organs, bones and full bodies and all sorts of traditional treatments
and we also saw cow’s heads being skinned! They made them into
stew which was not dissimilar to the beef cheeks I eat at home. It was
impressive to see how people made do and some women even slept
with their stalls for weeks as they could not afford the fare back home
until they made a fair profit from their rocks of paint (I don’t know
how to describe them; a big ball of clay about the size of my head and
are either white or reddish. They are used to paint houses and bodies
and anything in between). A big favourite was the bead market where
more women worked in front of us and we could see the amazing
colours they worked with. I have bought a few traditional bead head
dresses and decorations to bring home for myself, friends and family!
I have made plenty of friends in Andrews and have been invited out
by a lot of girls! They are all so lovely and I went with my friend Ali
Jankovich to the Michael House rugby on Saturday where I met some
girls from TWC (our rival school) but we got along marvellously and
are now chatting all the time. On Sunday, I was with another girl,
La, who lives in Hilton College and we all went down to the school’s

nature reserve and saw a giraffe and some buck. It is very beautiful
there and we were lucky enough to go to the Point, which is a big cliff,
and have tea there. Last weekend (it seems like last year), I was at Thelo
Mthethwa’s and her family took me to Gateway with Sophie which was
a nice shopping experience! They even had bumper cars in the mall?!
The next day we had breakfast on the Durban beachfront and went
on a traditional ride where a guy pulls you along in a wooden seat in
wheels which was a little frightening. We saw the mini city (Durban’s
main attractions in miniature form) and a little local market there.

One thing that astounds me here is how cheap everything is! Some of
the girls tell me how hard it is to travel overseas due to the conversion
rate, though Sophie is very lucky as they use US dollars in Zimbabwe.
We are leaving for Zimbabwe at 6am on Wednesday and are driving
to Durban and then flying to Johannesburg and then to Harare. Soph’s
family have lots planned for me and have the whole Michael House
golf team staying while I am there. Hopefully my brother has
prepared me for this! We are seeing all kinds of amazing things and
I truly can’t wait.
I have slotted into the netball team, cross country team, fitness is fun
group and kickboxing and am enjoying the way they have sports in the
afternoon! The early mornings are a killer but I am surviving. They are
a lot more religious here than in Australia and I am loving the cultural
differences! I have attended a few SEA meetings on Friday nights in the
Chapel where they have guest speakers regarding Christianity and I am
loving learning about all sorts of experiences! Chanel Ball meetings on
Mondays also provide a source of entertainment and it is lovely seeing
girls so invested in this event. Frankly, I am glad to be here this term
as I do not know if I could cope with that much fashion orientated
responsibility for Chanel.
I am hoping to teach the girls here touch rugby as they are all very
curious to learn as it is a boys’ sport here! I will send an update when I
get back from Zim as I know there will be plenty to share!
Phoebe Coates
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Student Testimonials

New Zealand
Nga Tawa Wellington Diocesan School,
New Zealand

Things are continually going well and Lauren and I realised yesterday
that we reached the half way mark and I can’t believe it. I had an
amazing weekend and I felt the need to tell you and the other girls.
On the weekend I caught up with an amazing couple called Sam and
Catriona Williams. Catriona is great friends with Gin Warby (Zara’s
mother) and Gin thought that I should meet her. Catriona used to
represent New Zealand in equestrian all around the world. Ten years
ago she had an accident while riding that left her a quadriplegic. She is
now the founder for a Trust called ‘Catwalk’ that raises funds towards
spinal research, where some of her supporting patrons includes Zara
Philips (royal) and Richie McCaw (All Black captain).
Anyway, I was fortunate enough to spend the weekend with Catriona
and her amazing husband. She inspired me in many, many ways and
I feel like a new person. It wasn’t easy, I spent a lot of the time helping
her around the place and washing up, cleaning etc. I had to approach
the situation with maturity and I felt like giving her the world, because
it is what she deserves. Her strength is enlightening to everybody
who meets her and so is Sam’s with his amazing resilience and love
for Catriona (since they had only been married 18 months before the
accident). It was not only the couple that was amazing. The entire
community group I spoke to was incredible. I met many people (many
of older age) and I LOVED speaking to them and sharing what my life
is like in Australia and I also enjoyed hearing about the experiences
they have had. I feel like I have matured and that my eyes have been
opened so much.

10

Although this isn’t directly related to the exchange program, I would
not have been able to have this experience without being involved
in the exchange program. My time at Nga Tawa has enabled me to
participate in many of the opportunities that have come my way.
People from Sam and Catriona’s community have told me about
amazing career, travel and work opportunities for my future, and I still
have ages to go to get there, but it has all made me think of different
pathways I could take.I have an exciting weekend ahead as we are going
to Lake Taupo and to caves called the Waitamo Caves, where you tube
underground and experience glow worms and underground life and I
can’t wait! I feel like bringing everyone over here and showing them all
that I have seen!
Lucy McGilvray and Lauren Butler

Student Testimonials

St Margaret’s College, Christchurch, New Zealand
St Margaret’s College is a beautiful and recently rebuilt modern
school in Christchurch. It was very badly damaged in the 2011
earthquake and even though they have had to overcome many
obstacles it never phased the school community’s spirit. The
St Margaret’s NZ boarding system is very different to ours and
everyone from Years 7-12 has her own cubical. It was interesting
to note that New Zealand schooling is a year behind us, so to make
up for this they have Year 13. Dance and Rite Journey were two of
the classes that we had not experienced before. Rite Journey was
a subject which aimed to take girls on a spiritual and educational
journey through womanhood. This included activities such as
breaking a piece of wood with either our hand or foot and walking
up Sumner Hill at 5:00am for a special service.
The school’s rowing team consisted of only 60 determined girls. I
know, not a big number compared to us, however they train tirelessly.
The day after we arrived we went straight into a seven day camp
at Twizel. This is where we were whipped into shape with a pile of
seat racing, ergs and 8.5km runs. Unlike us, their regattas go for two
whole days, which meant we participated in multiple 2km races for
different events. Sweep oaring was a new skill we both thought that we
obtained quite easily.
A challenge we both faced was super comp - the king of all SMC
camps. This lovely long weekend was spent racing a series of different
lengths all day long. Basically, the purpose of super comp was to teach
us how to maintain pushing to our absolute limit even when our
muscles were hurting. In training terms this meant that in only three
days we broke the fibre in our muscles for them to grow back stronger
in time for the real test – Maadi!

The whole squad was definitely itching to get on the plane up to Lake
Karapiro in Cambridge for the Maadi Cup. This stunning lake is
situated in a valley with grass and trees either side of it. This course is
used by the elite New Zealand rowing squad and has various aspects
to offer, such as professional commentators, starters and starting
blocks. Also note that this is one of the biggest rowing competitions
in the southern hemisphere. At the opening ceremony the U18 boys
school eight winners from last year were asked to do the Maori
traditional Haka in front of all the other 125 schools participating. Any
school wishing to challenge the previous winners were encouraged to
replicate their Haka.
We both shared the ultimate success of winning a silver medal in the
Octuple Skulls ‘A’ final. For those who do not know or haven’t heard of
such a boat, an Oct is a sculling eight. This means that it travels faster
than any other boat, as each person has two oars. This is the first time
that this event has ever been entered in the Maadi Cup Regatta. Of
course, we could not have done it without all our SMC supporters.
The improvements we had made from the start of the season were
not only evident in our performance at Maadi and South Islands but
also in ourselves. This exchange has not only taught us what it’s like to
live in a new country surrounded by a different culture, but it has also
taught us more about ourselves and gaining independence.
This may not sound like your typical exchange but we are so glad we
made the decision to apply. We would urge you all, especially the
Year 9s, to take the plunge to travel and experience a new place,
because this is an opportunity you will rarely be presented with, and
you never know what you might like until you have tried it. For the new
memories we will cherish from the place we will so fondly remember,
we would just like to say a big thank you to Ms Curtis, Ms Cohen and
especially Ms Mahony for the role you have played in making our
experience the most worthwhile adventure we have ever experienced!
Charlotte Lisle and Felicity House
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Student Testimonials

Canada
Shawnigan Lake School, Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada

Today marks the beginning of our final month here at Shawnigan
which leaves me scratching my head as to where all the time has gone!
Life here is such a major contrast to my life back at St Margaret’s and it
has been incredible to experience such a different lifestyle.
At Shawnigan, the house system is vastly different to ours at
St Margaret’s, because here each house has a building with dormitories
and common rooms for the boys or girls in that house. Here are four
girls houses; Groves, Renfrew, Kaye’s and Strathcona, and five boys
houses; Duxbury, Copeman’s, Ripley’s, Lonsdale’s and Lake’s. I have
been put into Groves which, despite my slight bias, is truly the best
house. Our brother house is Lonsdale’s and we have many of what is
fondly referred to as “GroLo” events. For example, on Friday nights we
all eat dinner together in Marion Hall and on weekends we often have
barbeques. Another thing that has surprised me about Shawnigan is
the close relationship shared between the juniors and seniors in my
house. Regardless of age, they get along so well and is really good to see
the younger girls looking up to the seniors as mentors and role models.
The boarding experience is another thing which has made this
exchange such an extraordinary opportunity. As a day student, I
initially had some reservations about becoming a boarder for three
months however it has proved to be one of the best experiences of my
life. The girls in my house are all so accepting that I never once felt like
the new kid and I transitioned in seamlessly. I can honestly say that I
have made many friends for life through boarding and I know we will
all remain in touch for a very long time to come.
Although I am the age of the Year 9s here in Canada, I have been
placed into Year 10 courses which at first was a bit of a struggle due to
the increase in difficulty but Christine and I have adjusted really well
to the change. It has turned out pretty well for myself in particular
because while I am in dormitories with the Year 9 Groves’ girls, I have
classes with the all of the Year 10s, meaning I get to know a broad range
of people rather than sticking with my age group. For my electives I
have chosen to take French and sport science, which have both been
challenging but ultimately very rewarding. On top of academic classes,
it is compulsory that each student takes part in a fine art and a sport.
On Monday and Wednesday afternoons, straight after classes end, we
have fine art and on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons we have sport.
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For fine art, Christine and I have chosen to do musical theatre, which
has proven to be highly entertaining and a definite highlight for our
time here. At the moment we are working with a choreographer to
learn a dance routine and lip-sync to Pop Danthology 2014 which
we will perform as a flash mob around the school. It is also going to
be filmed and uploaded to YouTube as well as the school website, so
you will have to check it out! It is quite challenging seeing as I couldn’t
dance to save my life, but I am slowly getting better. As for my sport, I
have chosen to take part in field hockey while Christine chose soccer.
The program here is quite good and I have vastly improved since I first
arrived. I can’t wait to bring some of these skills back to St Margaret’s!
Another one of my favourite things about life at Shawnigan is being
able to go out to the village on the weekends at leisure. I have been
to the local chippery, which is quite famous for its butterscotch
milkshakes, and I can say firsthand I understand why everyone
raves about them… they are delicious! Additionally, I have promised
myself that I will swim in Shawnigan Lake at least once before I leave.
Although it’ll be absolutely freezing, the water is so clear and clean that
Mr Samuel says you can drink it straight out of the lake! On weekends
we are also offered the opportunity to go into Victoria on occasion to
do some shopping and sightseeing, which I immensely enjoy.
Edwina Whyte and Christine Murr

Student Testimonials

USA

Emma Willard School, New York State, USA
The weekend was so much fun! I got to meet new people in the
dorms in our Sophomore class and when we went into NYC and
I met G’s family. We watched Cinderella on Broadway which was
really amazing. Hopefully Ella and I get to watch another show as we
both really enjoyed it. This week has been so good for me; I feel really
settled into my classes and the timetable at Emma. I’m not sure if I told
you but I’m doing volleyball and zumba here for PE on alternate days
so I’m never bored in the afternoons! Alex (South African Exchange)
and I are doing volleyball together and we are absolutely loving it.
The girls have been great and our coach is the best. She makes it very
interesting. Zumba is also great fun and I take this class with the other
exchange girls (except Ella who has joined the swim team!). Boarding
is amazing. Our Peer-Ed, Tessa, is always there to talk to and our
Proctor has been helpful. The food is pretty good, but they have a lot
of turkey, cinnamon and tofu which I don’t particularly enjoy, but the
girls tell me I had better get used to it because it’s ‘the season of turkey
and cinnamon’ !

I spent Tuesday evening with my friend Fahima developing film
for her photography class in the dark room on campus which was
so much fun and really interesting. She taught me how to develop
the negatives and enlarge them and then actually print them using
the solutions, so I helped her develop more of her negatives for
her photography class, it was so cool. Today I went to a Model UN
meeting! I did go last week but this week was much more interesting
and they opened each session with the sharing of news and current
affairs. This week they each had to do a speech based on any topic
to help them with their public speaking and afterwards we all had a
debate. Everyone got to choose a state and debate the issue of gun
laws. They gave me Wyoming so I could participate; it was actually
really interesting to see what the girls would say, some of whom
had very valid points. This Friday is class bonding where the entire
Sophomore Year 10 Cohort is getting together to carve pumpkins
and we will be divided into groups so we get to mingle with people we
might not yet know, which is really exciting because I only know about
a quarter of the grade! On Saturday Mr Gyves and his family are taking
the exchange girls to Niagara Falls! We are all so excited and have been
planning the car trip for some time now. I’m really enjoying getting to
know Emma and everyone here.
Bronwyn Ninai
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Student Testimonials

Japan

Konan Girls High School, Kobe, Japan
As you can probably imagine Japan is a lot different to Australia. It’s so
cold here for a Queenslander, and the weather hasn’t been too great
and I’m starting to miss 32 degree heat. We’ve had monsoons and
earthquakes (in Okinawa) but nothing to worry about.
The first week for me was difficult because my Japanese was terrible
and I was pretty much mute for the first couple of days. I felt sorry for
my host family because all I said was Hai (yes) to everything. But saying
yes to everything was actually good because in the first week I had a lot
of food I usually wouldn’t eat which was a surprise. I’m living in Kobe, a
town about an hours’ train ride from Osaka. Probably the thing that is
most different at Konan is that we don’t have morning tea only lunch,
so Claire and I are starving by the time lunch comes around. We also
have indoor and outdoor shoes and sliding doors.
I went to Kyoto and saw a Gold Palace which was absolutely beautiful.
I have also been to Osaka and Nara, where I was attacked by a deer!
Japan has been so eye-opening. I think the whole aura of being in a
country like Japan is just awesome. We’ve just passed the half way
mark; it’s going by so quickly, and I have barely done any shopping!
Jadalyn DeBusch
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Germany
Ursulinenschule Hersel, Bonn, Germany

The past two weeks have been quite laid back with getting used to
how the school works with the timetable and structure but I think
we are getting there. So far we have done two presentations, one last
Thursday for a Year 9 English class and one today for a Year 11 English
class. Our first one last Thursday was a bit of struggle with technology
(or lack of) but we got it working in the end. The presentation we
are doing for the younger grades are mostly about us, the school and
Australia. From our first presentation last week, I think they were
quite impressed with the pictures of landscapes, animals and the
school campus. Surprisingly most of the class loved Vegemite so we
felt that was a bit of an achievement as we heard in the past nobody
was a fan of the Australian food.
For the older grades we talk more about Australia’s history, geography
and about the Aboriginals, as this is what one of the teachers from the
Year 11 class asked us to prepare for today and everything went very
smoothly. We have a few more presentations to go yet so hopefully
everything runs well.
I feel that my German is coming along slowly but surely with the
amount of listening and speaking I have been doing with parents and
friends of Gabi’s. I feel like I have more confidence with practicing my
German speaking skills and making mistakes instead of just speaking
English. I also feel like I am gaining a lot of independence as I figure
out public transport and doing things for myself that I wouldn’t often
do alone at home, and I am much more aware of my surroundings and
being cautious about things happening around me.
We went to a basketball game last week which was the Bonn team
against another. This was an amazing experience and the atmosphere
was so pumped up. And to make things even better, we won!! It was a
very close game though! We are looking forward to another fun week.
Grace Stapley
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Student Testimonials

Hong Kong
St Stephen’s College, Stanley, Hong Kong

Coming to St Stephens for exchange has seen Charlotte and I grow
into more mature, resilient, well-rounded individuals. The everyday life
and routine significantly differs from ours at St Margaret’s. Here at
St Stephen’s we are boarders, unlike at home, therefore our daily
routines have changed drastically. Every morning we wake up at seven
o’clock and get ready for the exciting school day ahead. We make our
beds and clean the room before room inspection at half past seven
(apparently our rooms are always the cleanest!); next we head to
breakfast where they serve a traditional Chinese breakfast (usually
soup) but of course they also offer toast and Milo, which has become
our holy grail.
From 8:20am to 3:40pm we have normal classes where our timetables
consist of classes such as English, Mathematics, PE, Chemistry,
Business or Music, and History or Economics. At St Stephen’s we
have two x fifteen minute recesses followed by an hour for lunch,
where students are allowed to travel to the main street in Stanley
during lunch! There’s a variety of food from the Stanley Restaurant to
McDonalds as well as European-style cafes.
After school we return to the boarding house where we have free-time
until dinner at half past six. In this free-time students are allowed to
travel down to Stanley to look at the markets or explore the beautiful
national park, go for a run around the local area, swim in the school’s
pool or spend the time catching up on school work. After dinner all
boarders have prep time in their dorm rooms or in the common room.
After 10pm all the Form 3 boarders and below go to bed. For the
students in Form 4 and above (Year 10 and above), there is no ‘bedtime’
as most girls continue to study.
I would highly recommend the St Stephen’s exchange to all Year 9s
who are thinking about an exchange in Hong Kong. We have been so
grateful for the memories and friendships we have made, and for the
wonderful time we have had!
Isabella Montagu and Charlotte Cosgrove
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Student Testimonials

Australia
Sydney Trip for Visiting Exchange Girls

This year we are offering the visiting exchange students an optional
two-day trip to Sydney. The St Margaret’s Exchange Coordinator and
school-approved chaperones take the girls to Sydney as part of their
Australian experience, and the trip is funded by the visiting girls’
families. This provides the students the opportunity to travel to the
city they all want to visit when they come to Australia.
I would just like to thank you so much for such an awesome time. It
was such an amazing experience and I was so glad to have gone. The
trip was very enjoyable and really well-organised. Thank you for taking
us to such amazing places and for making it possible for us to see all
the Sydney iconic landmarks. I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as I
did, as it is a trip that I will always remember, filled with lots of fun and
many laughs.
Emma Pitt, St Anne’s College, South Africa
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Parent Testimonials

Testimonials

Canada

St Margaret’s College, New Zealand (Rowing Exchange)

Halle’s time at St Margret’s Anglican Girls School allowed her to grow
as an individual, see an unbelievably beautiful part of the world, and
to experience a first class education. We feel truly blessed that she was
given the opportunity. Her host parents, the Whyte family, opened
their house and hearts to Halle, allowing us to feel truly comfortable
with sending our daughter half way around the globe. We could not
have asked for a better exchange experience. Thank you!

In Term 1 this year, our daughter Charlotte, with Felicity House, went
on exchange to St Margaret’s in Christchurch, New Zealand. The
Christchurch exchange is focused on rowing and culminates in the
Maadi Cup, a huge week long regatta that alternates on a yearly basis
between the north and south islands of New Zealand. Charlotte greatly
enjoyed all facets of her exchange. Despite never having lived away
from home before, she thrived in the boarding house at St Margaret’s.
She made many new friends, and achieved new levels of independence
and personal development. The rowing program in New Zealand is
tough, and involves training weekends and regattas at Twizel, near
Mt Cook in the centre of the south island. However, our girls rose to
the challenges and were accepted and respected by all the other rowers
and coaches. To top off their exchange, they came home with a rare
New Zealand souvenir: a silver medal from the Maadi Cup.

Stacey & Donald Campbell, parents of Halle, Shawnigan Lake School

Canada
We’ve hosted a teenager from and sent our daughter to the faraway
land of Canada. That seems a scary prospect but I can honestly say that
I have not had a moment’s regret or concern about the program from
either end. The exchange coordinator, Sharon Mahony, is extremely
organised and thoughtful of both the girls and parents’ needs.
Ms Mahony is in regular contact with parents and schools before,
during and after the exchange.
I don’t think you can measure the kind of “spin offs” (educationally,
developmentally and socially) this will have for the students involved.
Our daughter has had a fantastic time and I’ve no doubt this will
inspire her and open her eyes to the wonderful opportunities that are
available to her globally.
Andrew and Loretta Whyte, parents of Edwina, St Margaret’s

South Africa
As parents involved with the exchange program, we cannot fault
our experience. Our daughter Lucy was part of the Term 2 South
African exchange. The organisation of the program was terrific; the
information we needed was at hand.
Our biggest fear was Lucy’s safety which after being part of the
program we now know was unfounded. Lucy blossomed as a person
with the exchange, in her confidence and outlook on life. Being an
ambassador for the school and Australia brings about a maturity in the
girls that could not be gained without the experience of the overseas
travel. Although being out of their comfort zone to start with, the girls
on exchange develop an independence and many new life skills, whilst
broadening their minds with amazing sights and activities.
Lucy’s exchange was a happy, safe, fulfilling and amazing experience,
and as parents we were able to take that journey with her, as we kept in
touch with Lucy, St Anne’s, St Margaret’s and Lucy’s host family.
Having Lucy’s exchange partner in Australia was also rewarding for
the whole family as she became very much a part of our family life. The
Australian girls’ pride in their families, school and country becomes
evident when they are hosting their exchange partners. The whole
family has made new life-long friends from this experience.
Natalie and Phillip Christie, parents of Lucy, St Margaret’s
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From a parent’s perspective, we can’t speak highly enough about the
whole experience. We were fortunate enough, with Roger House,
to travel to New Zealand for the Maadi Cup, where we enjoyed an
extremely sociable week, well looked after by our generous and
hospitable Kiwi hosts. From the beginning of the exchange process, we
were well supported and informed by Sharon Mahony, and throughout
the exchange we received messages from teachers in Christchurch
telling us how much they were enjoying having the girls in their
classes. We are very much looking forward to welcoming our exchange
student, Cate, into our home and to returning at least some of that
wonderful New Zealand hospitality.
David and Lyn Lisle, parents of Charlotte, St Margaret’s
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